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EDITH COWAN UNIVERSITY — CHANCELLOR — APPOINTMENT 
Statement by Member for Joondalup 

MS E. HAMILTON (Joondalup) [12.20 pm]: Last month, I was honoured to attend the investiture of Edith Cowan 
University’s newest chancellor, Hon Kerry Sanderson, AC. Ms Sanderson was officially invested by the Governor 
of Western Australia, Hon Kim Beazley, AC, at a memorable ceremony at the Joondalup campus. I take this 
opportunity to once again extend my sincere congratulations to Ms Sanderson as she embarks on her new role. 
Importantly, whilst Ms Sanderson is ECU’s fourth chancellor, she is the first female to hold the role of chancellor 
at the only university in Australia that is named after a woman, Edith Cowan. But Ms Sanderson is no stranger to 
firsts: she has had an illustrious, award-winning career, and was the first female appointed to the position of 
Governor of Western Australia. She is an inspiration to us all. On the day, the event began with a procession led 
by the Western Australia Police Force Pipe Band and the Wadumbah Dance Group, and included Edith Cowan 
University academic staff and invited guests. The Wadumbah Dance Group performed a traditional Bibbulmun 
Aboriginal dance, followed by a welcome to country by Dr Shaun Nannup. Western Australian Academy of 
Performing Arts students Joshua Respondek, Trevor Stockton, Christian Meares, Riley Sutton and Keely Brittain 
performed the national anthem. It was wonderful to hear not only glowing tributes to Ms Sanderson and the wealth 
of knowledge, experience and understanding that she brings to the university, but also great things about the 
university. Edith Cowan University offers first-class education in the northern suburbs, and the Governor 
commented that this appointment is the start of a very exciting chapter of the university’s story. I was particularly 
moved by Ms Sanderson’s comments about how her school motto, “Aim high”, had influenced her life. I look 
forward to seeing ECU continue to grow, evolve and achieve under her leadership. 
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